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WINTER 2018

10U BOYS, 18U GIRLS and MEN’s 
35s, and KENT LADIES TEAMS 

ARE ALL NATIONAL CHAMPIONS



AT THE SURFACE OF SPORT

Trevor May - designing, building, 
resurfacing and upgrading 
tennis courts and their 
surroundings.

FENCING / FLOODLIGHTING / DEVELOPMENT PLANS / IN
DOOR STRUCTURES

Advantage Pro is currently the top 
choice for many clubs selected from 
the wide range of artificial grass tennis 
surfaces we supply and install.

Acrylic like performance but with 
porosity and high quality cushioning, 
so great for the UK climate both 
outdoors and in seasonal airhalls.

The ultimate surface for near year 
round play, giving high performance 
and easily managed maintenance. 
It is ideally suited to upgrading 
existing courts and is widely used 
for matches, tournaments and 
coaching. Where green is better 
suited to the courts location, we 
have done that too.

TIGER TURF

ADVANTAGE

REDCOURT

PORAFLEX

Call now: +44 (0)1233 740574 or
e-mail: enquire@trevormay.co.uk

www.trevormay.co.uk



As the end of the year approaches the Board’s focus has turned to ensuring that 
we have concentrated on what we set out to do for the year and consider the 
12 months ahead.  Our annual Board planning day will take place in early 
December and this provides us with a good opportunity to evaluate the year just 
gone by and to plan ahead.  This time of year is also when we take stock on the 
administration of all the County affairs, making sure preparations are in place 
for a successful AGM gathering and considering how we resource all the various 
activities across Kent tennis which, I am pleased to say, is now fully covered with 
both our paid staff and volunteer workforce. 
 
This year we have also made closer co‐ordination with, and support to clubs a 
high priority, particularly with the changes to the LTA registration process and 
new safeguarding requirements.  It is good to be able to report that with, all the 
hard work of Janice White and John Radcliffe our clubs are almost fully there and 
are well placed to meet the various new requirements.  We have also recently 
completed the latest round of Club Forums which were all well attended and 
feedback was extremely positive on how they were run and what they covered. 
 
There has also been a renewed focus this year, both in Kent and at the LTA, on 
performance tennis and, as I mentioned in my last report, we have put a lot of 
work into delivering our county training programme for our junior squads.  While 
this is something that Kent has always done this is now being formalised and 
structured with new funding for delivery coming from the LTA.  It is a testament 
to all that hard work that they have been very well run and received by all. 
 
We continue to engage with United Learning around the future management 
and running of Bromley Tennis Centre.  These discussions are now starting to 
enter quite a critical stage, with some key decisions coming up soon.  A number 
of options are being considered and the Kent Board is actively progressing this 
as we are keen to ensure we preserve the centre’s core focus on tennis and 
maintain it as the hub for Kent activities. 
 
Finally, on a sadder note I wanted to mention the setting up of the Sadie Bristow 
Foundation. Following the tragic death of Sadie, a top Kent 9U player from 
Canterbury, a fund was set up by her local club on JustGiving to support young 
players and research into allergies.  The Kent Board has already made a contri‐
bution and is offering every support to her family. 
 
So, it only remains for me to wish all Kent players and supporters an enjoyable 
end of year, and we on the Board are looking forward to both a reflective and 
productive Planning Day in a few weeks time. 
 

Malcolm Smith 
Chairman of the Kent Board
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Board of 
Management 

Report

Malcolm Smith 
Chairman of the Kent Board



10U Kent Boys finished 1st at County Cup Finals in Sunderland 
 
Day One  
First match Kent vs South Wales 4‐0 
Ben gave us a great start with a win against a strong opponent. Isaac followed 
up with another win and Erik then prevailed in two sets. Ben and Cassius won 
their doubles. A great start. 
 
Day Two 
First match Kent vs Northamptonshire 4‐0 
Ben, Isaac and Erik played outstanding singles matches, winning comfortably 
to give us a 3‐0 lead. Erik and Cassius then took the win in the doubles. Another 
4‐0 win. 
 
Second match Kent vs Essex 4‐0 
A win against Essex would get us to the grand finale. Ben and Isaac played 
wonderfully to give us a 2‐0 lead. Cassius then secured the win that put us into 
the final. Ben and Isaac finished their doubles in style for yet another 4‐0 
victory. 
 
Day Three  
Final Kent vs Yorkshire 4‐0 
We were anticipating a tough match against a resilient Yorkshire team and 
knew a strong start would be significant. That is exactly what Ben and Isaac 
delivered in winning two very competitive matches against strong opponents. 
Erik then won a very tight match, triumphant in the match tie break after 
initially trailing 5‐1. Isaac and Cassius finished proceedings with a win in the 
doubles. 
 
Kent were the GRAND CHAMPIONS for the second successive year. The boys 
did not lose a match in either the qualifying or the final stage of the 
competition which is a marvellous achievement.   
 
I would like to say a big thank you to all the parents, the players and Vice‐
captain Tom Sampson. It was my pleasure to work with such a good quality 
group of players for another year.  All the players have a great future in front 
of them and I wish them all the best.

10U Boys 
County Cup

Qualifying ‐ Chichester 
 
Day One 
Kent vs Gloucestershire 4‐0 
Kent vs Sussex 4‐0 
 
Day Two 
Kent vs Wiltshire 4‐0  
Kent vs Hampshire & IOW 4‐0 
 
Kent Team: 
Captain: Davor Baretic 
Vice‐Captain: Tom Sampson 
Ben Gusic‐Wan 
Isaac Forde 
Erik Ndreu 
Cassius Haye 

Davor Baretic 
Kent 10U Boys Team Captain



Men’s 35s County Cup in 
Eastbourne ‐ Kent finished 1st 
in Group 1 and are 
National Champions 
 
Going into my first year in the Men’s 
over 35’s Group 1 as captain, I was 
cautiously confident and felt that the 
first day’s result against North of 
Scotland (last year’s champions) was 
key to a successful weekend. After 
some good quality tennis was played 
throughout the day, we had won 3‐0 
and that set the weekend up nicely. 
Paddy May gave us a great start at 
number 2 singles (a new young 
addition to the team who played well 
on his debut). After a slow start, 
myself and Andy Burgoyne won the 
doubles match and put the tie out of 
reach of North of Scotland. The icing 
on the cake was Jim May, our number 
1, playing a great singles match to win 
in a tiebreak shootout. A remarkable 
feat considering he had spent most of 
the last year recovering from an 
operation on his hamstring and had 
barely played any tennis! The 
following day continued in the same 
vein. Paddy was on first and won a 
tight match in a tie break shootout. 
He seemed to play his better tennis 
when the bigger points came along. 
The doubles were a relatively straight 
forward affair with myself and Andy 
starting to relive past glories and play 

at a really decent level, a good step up 
from our performance the day before, 
to clinch victory for the day, 2‐0. Jim 
this time followed and unfortunately 
lost. He started in great form for most 
of the first set but lost his way as the 
match progressed, resulting in Kent 
beating Dorset 2‐1 overall. Day 3 
against Yorkshire was somewhat of an 
anticlimax. As the first singles match 
was coming towards the end of a tight 
first set, the heavens opened. Play 
was suspended for the rest of the day 
and Kent were crowned National 
Group 1 champions, as we were the 
only team to have won on the first 
two days! It was a satisfying victory, to 
go from the third group three years 
ago to National Champions. It was a 
great effort by all concerned. I look 
forward to defending the title next 
year! 
 
 
 

Oliver Freelove 
Kent Men’s 35s Team Captain 
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35s Men’s 
County Cup

Kent Team: 
Captain: Oliver Freelove 
Andy Burgoyne 
Oliver Freelove 
Jim May 
Paddy May 

Kent 18U Girls Team 
are National Champions: 
 
A full report featured on page 18 
of the KLT Summer 2018 Edition. 



9&U Kent Team, Runners Up at the Regional County Cup 2018 
 
Kent v Sussex 
Tommy and Nikita went out first as the number 1 players and both won in 
straight sets. 2‐0 Kent.  Sadie and Matt were competing at number 2’s. Sadie 
won in straight sets and Matt overcame his early nerves to win in 3 sets. 4‐0 
Kent. Nate and Rozellah played at 3 and put Kent 6‐0 up. The tie was won with 
the three doubles matches still to play. Nate & Matt, Sadie & Genevieve and 
Herbie and Nikita played the doubles rubbers. All three pairs won to complete 
the 9‐0 win for Kent. 
Kent v Surrey 
Nikita put a top performance against Surrey’s number 1 but lost an exciting 
match, Tommy then secured a point for Kent and levelled the score 1‐1.  
Matt and Sadie were up next and both won finely balanced three set matches. 
3‐1 Kent.  Nate and Rozellah were up against Surrey’s 3’s. Both players lost the 
first set before levelling and going on to win extremely competitive matches. 
Kent 5‐1 up, the tie already won with the doubles still to play.  Matt and 
Tommy, Nikita and Genevieve both won their doubles in straight sets. Herbie 
and Sadie were playing against an extremely tough Surrey pair. It was a very 
entertaining match which they deservedly won in 3 sets to give Kent an 8‐1 
victory over Surrey. A magnificent all round team performance. 
Kent v Middlesex 
The winner of this match would win the 9&U County Cup 2018. Middlesex had 
a very good squad so we knew that this would be a tough match.  Tommy and 
Nikita played well but lost to strong opponents. Matt won in 3 sets giving Kent 
a valuable foothold. 2‐1 to Middlesex.  Sadie lost narrowly in two sets. Nate 
clawed a rubber back to make it 3‐2 Middlesex.  Rozellah was again showing 
great character and doing her best to keep Kent in the match but unfortunately 
lost in a tight match. 4‐2 Middlesex.  Nate and Tommy made it 4‐3 Middlesex. 
Genevieve and Nikita fought hard in their match to level at one set all but 
Middlesex won the 3rd set to win the County Cup. Herbie and Sadie lost in 3 
sets. Final score 6‐3 Middlesex. 
Runners‐up for Kent this year and I am extremely proud of the wonderful 
performance and team spirit from all of the players.  I would like to thank all 
of the players, vice‐captain Sarah and especially the parents for their support 
throughout training and on the day. 

9U 
Boys and Girls 

County Cup

Kent Team: 
Captain: Matt Healy 
Vice‐Captain: Sarah Wray 
 
The Girls 
Nikita Phillips 
Sadie Bristow 
Rozellah Nkereuwem 
Genevieve Jeer 
 
The Boys 
Tommy Cuomo 
Matthew Mclain 
Nathaniel De Mariveles 
Herbie Smith 
 
 
The team had been through three 
County training sessions, which 
took place over the winter and 
summer months, to prepare for 
their defence of the 9&U Regional 
County Cup.

Matt Healy 
Kent 9U Team Captain



It was an incredibly sad day when nine 
year old Sadie Bristow, suffered a 
sudden and unexplained anaphylactic 
shock and died in August 2018. Sadie, 
daughter of Stewart and Clare Bristow 
and sister of Charlotte and April, 
played at the Bridge Tennis Club in 
Canterbury. She was coached by her 
father and trained on the 
performance training programme at 
Polo Farm Canterbury. 
Sadie had been playing tennis since 
she was just three years old and it was 
soon clear that she would be a 
fantastic athlete. Tennis became a 
huge passion for her and by the age of 
nine, she had achieved considerable 
sporting excellence. She was the no 1 
ranked tennis player in GB in the 9U 
age group, having won over 40 
tournaments around the UK in the 
last year. She represented Kent in the 
9U mixed team which played in the 
LTA South East County Cup event in 
August and came 2nd.  
Sadie had food allergies from birth 
and was diagnosed with anaphylaxis 
when she was 5 years old. The 
anaphylactic shock that Sadie suffered 
the day after the County Cup event 
(report page left) in August was so 
severe that Sadie was unresponsive to 
treatment and passed away the 
following day.  
Tributes for Sadie poured in to the 
family for many weeks after. At the 
Sevenoaks tournament and the 

County Championships, there was a 
box or a board for everyone to post 
their written tributes and photos. At 
the County Championships Finals, 
Stewart and Clare were presented 
with Sadie’s championships t‐shirt and 
a new county top. There wasn’t a dry 
eye in the house during the one 
minute applause in memory of Sadie. 
She was a very popular little girl and 
will be hugely missed. 
Friends of the family and members of 
Bridge Tennis Club set up a ‘Just 
Giving’ site which raised over £20,000 
and soon after they set up a charitable 
foundation in Sadie’s name.  Their aim 
is to create a legacy, to raise further 
funds and to support activity which 
encourages more children to get 
involved in tennis. The foundation will 
work initially with local schools, clubs 
and centres. providing a weekly 
structure for activity, purchase 
equipment and resources and even 
the possibility of a mini bus for 
transporting children from school to 
centres, competitions and events.  
Additionally, 10% of the funds raised 
will be donated to The Anaphylaxis 
Campaign for research into 
preventing allergies from developing 
into anaphylactic conditions.  Training 
a local nurse to be an allergy advisor 
for Kent. Working in schools to help 
with allergy management and 
parental advice, potentially opening 
an advice clinic. www.kenttennis.org Page 7

Remembering 
Sadie Bristow

There will be opportunities for 
clubs, coaches and players to 
contribute to the Foundation, by 
organising a charity event 
choosing the Sadie Bristow 
Foundation as the chosen charity 
or by taking part in one of the 
many events that will hopefully 
take place around Kent next year. 
Look out for news in 2019. The 
Foundation launched recently, in 
November this year.



12U Kent Girls finished 2nd at County Cup 
Day one saw the Kent girls drawn against a very strong team from Wiltshire. Iris, 
playing her first ever match in County Cup, managed to settle her nerves to win a 
very close match 5‐4, 5‐4. Next up was Lois playing at number two. After conceding 
the first set Lois fought back to win an excellent match 3‐5, 5‐4, 1.0, putting Kent 
two up in the tie. In the final singles match of the fixture Skye tried everything in 
her arsenal to stop the Wiltshire number one but couldn’t prevent her closing the 
match out in straight sets. Lois and Iris were selected in the doubles but after a 
promising start they lost 3‐5, 1‐4. With the fixture now at two rubbers each, both 
teams selected their pairs for the deciding shoot out. Unfortunately for Kent their 
opponents were just too solid, closing the tie breaker out to give Wiltshire the victory 
in the tie. Saturday afternoon saw Kent matched up against the girls from Sussex. 
Iris, building on her good start yesterday, again lead off with a comfortable 4‐2, 4‐0 
win. Lois kept up her confident start to the weekend by again fighting her way back 
from a set down to win 1‐4, 4‐2, 1.0 and put Kent in the driving seat. After another 
hard battle Skye lost 5‐4, 4‐2 to the Sussex number one, leaving us having to win 
the doubles to take the fixture. Step up Rebecca and Lauren playing their first match 
of the weekend. The pair from Sevenoaks took control of the match from the 
beginning to bring home the win 4‐1, 5‐4 and secure the fixture. Day one completed, 
Kent travelled home to rest and refuel having one win and one defeat on the score 
board. Up bright and early the next day the girls were looking forward to the 
challenge of playing Hampshire & IOW in the first tie. After her two wins the previous 
day Iris was again quick off the mark winning 4‐0, 4‐0. Not to be out done, Lois then 
matched Iris’ score and also won her match 4‐0, 4‐0. Well rested and re‐energised, 
Skye got her County Cup weekend up and running with a convincing 4‐1, 4‐0 victory 
over the Hampshire number one. 3‐0 up after the singles soon became 4‐0 with the 
pairing of Rebecca and Lauren carrying on their good form with a 4‐2, 4‐2 win. The 
final fixture of the weekend saw Kent up against the girls from Gloucestershire. After 
suffering a slight strain from her efforts the day before Iris was given a well deserved 
rest and Lauren stepped in to win her first singles match of the competition. This 
was closely followed by wins for both Lois and Skye giving Kent a 3‐0 lead after the 
singles. The pairing of Skye and Lois comfortably closed the match out by winning 
the doubles to give Kent an unassailable lead.  
In the end a successful weekend for the Kent girls with three counties beaten and 
the only defeat coming in a shoot out. As captain I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank all the players for their hard work, commitment and fighting spirit, and the 
behaviour on and off the court was impeccable and a credit Kent LTA. Finally a 
massive thank you to all the parents who gave up their weekend to come along to 
cheer us on ‐ your enthusiasm and assists were much appreciated.  

12&U Girls 
County Cup

Kent Team: 
Captain: Martin Whitehouse 
Vice‐Captain: Sarah Wray 
 
Skye‐Bentum‐Siripi 
Lois Newberry 
Iris Nasir 
Lauren Foster 
Rebecca Fisher 
 
 
Training completed the Kent LTA 
girls 12 under team headed to The 
Dukes Meadow Club in Chiswick to 
compete against the counties of 
Wiltshire, Sussex, Hampshire‐IOW 
and Gloucestershire.

Martin Whitehouse 
Kent 12U Team Captain



Men’s County Cup Team in Battle 
to Return to Eastbourne. 
After many consecutive years of 
success in division one, 2017 saw Kent 
relegated to group two by the 
smallest of margins in a week of poor 
weather in Eastbourne. 2018 found 
the team determined to return to 
division one. 
 
Day 1 vs Lincolnshire 
Kent fielded a strong line up for day 
one against relatively unknown 
opponents. An overwhelming start by 
Searle and Markiewicz, Summers and 
Davies and Brookes and Thornley saw 
Kent up 3‐0 at lunchtime. Round two 
matches were closer but at the end of 
the round it was 6‐0 Kent. Captain 
Burgoyne joined Searle for round 3 
and the match ended with an 8‐1 win 
for Kent. 
Day 2 vs Yorkshire 
Matches between Yorkshire and Kent 
are always hotly contested and on a 
boiling Cromer day this proved to be 
the case once again. Kent started with 
the same day 1 line up and by 
lunchtime it was 3‐0 Kent. Round two 
started with quick wins for Thornley 
and Brookes and Summers and 
Davies. Markiewicz and Searle were 
beaten in a tight three set match and 
after round 2 it was 5‐1 Kent. With the 
win in the bag we were able to play 
Burton and Burgoyne and rest Searle 
and Markiewicz and the day finished 

7‐2 Kent.  
Day 3 vs South Wales 
With both teams unbeaten this would 
be the day to decide the division 2 
title and guarantee promotion. The 
revised line up of Burton and Searle, 
Summers and Davies and Markiewicz 
and Short saw Kent finish the first 
session behind 1‐2. Round two saw 
positions reversed and it ended all 
square at 3‐3. Round 3 saw a win for 
a pair from each team and the score 
moved on to 4‐4. Summers and 
Davies were in a very tight match but 
unfortunately lost the 3rd set tie‐
break and Kent lost the tie 4‐5. 
Promotion was still possible, but no 
more room for error. 
Day 4 vs Norfolk 
Playing the Norfolk team on home 
turf the Kent team were 6‐0 up after 
2 rounds. Surrey were 6‐0 down on 
the courts behind us and it became 
clear that the more points won today 
meant less would be needed 
tomorrow! More of the same in round 
three and Kent had the 9‐0 win. 
Day 5 vs Surrey 
The week came down to Kent 
requiring two rubbers to gain 
promotion back to division 1.  Burton 
and Searle, Summers and Davies and 
Burgoyne and Markiewicz lined up for 
Kent against a very competitive Surrey 
team. After some thrilling tennis the 
required points were secured and 
Kent ran out 5‐2 victors. www.kenttennis.org Page 9

Men’s Summer 
County Cup

Kent Team: 
Captain: Andy Burgoyne 
Vice‐Captain: Rob searle 
 
Nick Brookes 
Matt Summers 
James Davies 
Lewis Burton, 
James Markiewicz 
Matt Short 
Sean Thornley 
Zane Cheeseman. 
 
What a great week for the men of 
Kent, fighting together, winning 
and losing together, the goal was 
achieved, and we would be 
heading back to Eastbourne in 
2018. A huge thanks to the 
supporters who made the long 
journey from Kent to Cromer on 
such a hot week. As a Captain it 
was great to see the passion of all 
the players, but maybe the real 
highlight is seeing the new 
generation of players stepping up 
to the level and continuing the 
great traditions of the Kent Men’s 
teams before them.

Andy Burgoyne 
Kent Men’s Team Captain



Ladies – Group 1 at Devonshire Park Lawn Tennis Club, Eastbourne 
 
Day 1: Kent vs Surrey. A slightly new feeling in the Kent ladies team heading to 
Eastbourne this year as defending champs! We welcomed 3 new players, Abby, 
Sasha and Tiegan. First up, Surrey, always a tough battle. A good start from 
some of the younger girls this year which was great to see. But having lost 3 
three‐setters we took a respectable 6‐3 loss overall. 
 
Day 2: Kent vs Warwickshire. A slight injury to Sasha, and having played a 
blinder the day before, we were up against it today as she had to rest. 
Warwickshire had a few good juniors and it felt like every match could go either 
way. A few trips back and forth to the physio, and 3‐3 after lunch, it was very 
tight. But it wasn't to be, as we lost the last three rounds. 6‐3 to Warwickshire. 
 
Day 3: Kent vs Essex. Kate joined us, bringing a much‐needed fresh pair of legs. 
An absolute scorcher of a day, and Essex with what seemed like the strongest 
team they had put out in years, gave Kent a battering... 8‐1 Essex! A quick day, 
but after a fun dinner, and a great team spirit, I applaud all the girls on their 
attitude going into Thursday after a tough three days. 
 
Day 4: Kent vs Norfolk. Usually we narrowly miss out on beating Norfolk, 
however there were rumours that they didn't have a full team and would have 
to forfeit some of the matches.  Shame for those guys, but this was just what 
we needed. With our best team back in action we took a 7‐2 win and this lifted 
our spirits going into the final day. 
 
Day 5: Kent vs Herts. Again, no rest or easy matches in group 1 County week, 
as showed on the final day. An energised Herts and an addition of a few very 
good players on their side proved a bit too much for the Kent Ladies this year. 
6‐3 Herts. Back to group 2 for us.  However, the atmosphere and team spirit 
were incredible. The girls battled for every match regardless of the score, which 
a few other teams had commented on. So, although not the result we hoped 
for, a great team effort and hopefully back to Eastbourne in 2020!

Ladies Summer 
County Cup

Kent Team: 
Captain: H Richards 
Vice‐Captain: J Darby 
 
Tiegan Aitken 
Naomi Cavaday 
Kate Green 
Alice Gillan 
Sasha Hill 
Olivia Parson 
Abby Taylor 
Sophia Thomas 
Sarah Wray

Holly Richards 
Kent Ladies Team Captain

STOP PRESS 
 
Kent Ladies Team Retain the 
Winter County Cup in 2018 
Captain: H Richards 
Vice‐Captain: J Darby 
 
Florence Abbott 
Naomi Cavaday 
Gabby Chidwick 
Amy Fotheringham 
Sofia Johnson 
Abby Taylor 
Phoebe Watton 
 
A Full report will be in the 
next edition.



It seems the news about Holly 
Richards being an outstanding County 
Captain has reached the Palace. On 25 
July, during County week, Holly and 
the Kent Ladies team lined up to meet 
the Duchess of Gloucester who was 
visiting the event. Eastbourne was 
roasting in near 30 degree temper‐
atures that day and the team were 
playing in the morning against 
Warwickshire as the royal spectator 
arrived and stood courtside to watch 
their match.  During the tournament 
lunch break, the ladies donned their 
smart Kent tops and looked a perfect 
picture for the royal line up. First Holly 
and then all the team were presented, 
followed by key tournament officials 
and the Hertfordshire Men’s team, 
who like the Kent Ladies, were 
champions of 2017. They were a little 
worried about tripping up during their 
curtsey, but the Kent Ladies carried it 
out beautifully. They said the Duchess 
was very relaxed and extremely 
friendly and they were soon laughing, 
and the official photos are a very nice 
memento of the occasion.   
 
Holly has now been Captain of the 
Ladies team for eight years and has a 
notable record of success. Under her 
leadership, Kent won the National 
Summer Championships in 2017 and 
the Winter National Championships in 
2016 and 2017. Holly has been ably 
assisted throughout her captaincy by 

Jacqueline Darby who manages the 
logistics and supports Holly in getting 
the players to the right place at the 
right time and ready for action. Their 
leadership is indisputable. They rally 
the troops with a mix of experienced 
players like Naomi Cavaday and Kate 
Green and new younger players 
whom they nurture through their first 
experience of senior County Cup. In 
Summer 2018 things did not go so 
well for the team and they were 
relegated to Division 2. Kent 
supporters present commented that, 
throughout the week, Holly and 
Jacqueline were outstanding in 
supporting all the players in such 
difficult circumstances. 
 
Holly is also the Vice‐Captain of the 
18U girls who won the National 
Championships in March 2018. She 
works alongside Captain Pippa Lane 
and clearly their joint leadership is a 
winning formula.  
 
And now Holly has a Royal encounter 
to remember as well. 
 
 

Sandi Procter 
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Captain Holly 
Meets the 
Dutchess



Davor Baretic 
Davor arrived in Kent in 2012 from Bosnia via Australia. He coached and played in the 
National Club League for Bromley LTC and has been captain for the Kent 10&U Boys 
for 5 years,  ateam which amazingly won the National Championships on two 
occasions in 2017 and 2018 and was named Kent Tennis Junior Team of the Year in 
2017.  He was ably assisted by Tom Samson for the latter two years. Davor chose 
tennis coaching as a career because he likes being with people and helping people.  
He says ‘I love the camaraderie of being part of a team and seeing players ‘fire up’ for 
each other. It’s so different from individual tournaments, they have so much energy 
for each other’. In August Davor was appointed by the LTA as a Regional Performance 
Coordinator, so sadly is no longer allowed to Captain a Kent team. But our Kent juniors 
will continue to see him often in his new role.  
 
Matt Healy 
Matt started playing tennis in Bromley at Sundridge Park, then Bromley LTC and later 
at Parklangley, where he became a Junior Tennis Leader helping coaches. He quickly 
discovered how much he enjoyed coaching, took his coaching qualifications and was 
given his own classes. In 2010 he was asked to coach the Kent 9&U team, a fairly new 
team in the County Cup comprising mixed boys and girls playing in a regional event.  
His success with this team is indisputable. Kent won the South East event four years 
in a row 2014‐2017 and in the 2015 success, the team only lost one rubber along the 
way. Given the opposition included Surrey and Middlesex, that was an amazing 
achievement. He says his favourite thing about being a Captain was looking after 
players in their first ever experience of County Cup and their first opportunity to play 
for their County. Years on, parents say that the 9U event was the highlight of their 
tennis. 2018 was especially memorable for Matt because of the outstanding 
performance of Sadie Bristow, particularly when she played doubles with Herbie Smith 
and won a match 7‐5 in the third set tie break. He also remembers the performance 
of Harvey Conway back in his first year as captain. Harvey was unbeaten including 
against Jack Draper but, sadly that year, Kent came 4th despite Harvey’s efforts. Whilst 
most players played just one year in the 9&U team, some played for two years and in 
some cases, siblings played in consequent years. Matt said he is very proud of being 
a Kent Captain. “It is a great honour to represent your County and a highlight of my 
coaching career. I have made many friends and am still friends with many of the 
players and their families”. Matt now coaches at the Surbiton Club and is unable to 
continue with his role in Kent, but he promises to continue to support Kent despite, 
now, coaching Surrey players at his club! 
 
Mark Ruffle 
Mark has been involved in Kent tennis since the age of 12 as a player at Maidstone 
Tennis Club, Dragons and LA Fitness.  He always loved tennis and it was a natural

Thanks to 
Kent Coaches

As the LTA Performance 
strategy unfolds. 
Kent has reviewed its county 
junior training programme to 
comply with the LTA programme.  
A group has been appointed to 
oversee the management of the 
teams and training, consisting of 
representatives from the Kent 
Council, the County Captains, and 
coaches or coaching programme 
managers from the four LTA 
accredited player development 
centres in Kent (Bromley, 
Parklangley, Sevenoaks, Polo 
Farm). The County Coaching Team 
has some new faces following an 
open application process and the 
new training programme is up and 
running with monthly sessions for 
8&U to 18&U. 
 
Five Captains/Vice Captains from 
the past year are no longer able to 
commit to the county coaching 
team. Between them they have 
amassed 36 years of leadership 
and no less than 9 National or 
Regional Titles. Here we say a big 
thank you to them for their huge 
contribution to the success of 
county junior teams. 

Davor Baretic Matt Healy



progression to become a coach first at 
DLL Sidcup, then Bromley Tennis 
Academy and most recently JTS with 
Steve Jarrett. He has been the Assistant 
Coach for the Kent 14&U Boys team for 
the past ten years. The highlight was 
winning the National Finals in 2013 for 
the first time for Kent at the 14&U boys 
age group. He says “I loved the togeth‐
erness and team spirit that comes in 
County Cup in a sport that for most of the 
kids is an individual game and usually 
they don’t get that type of feeling that 
team sports give you, which is really 
important in my opinion. I have so many 
memories and stories over the years 
watching the players have a lot of fun 
whilst getting to compete at the highest 
level”. Mark is still coaching at JTS juggling 
that with his new job as a postman. Sadly, 
he is unable to fully commit to the county 
training and the captaincy going forwards 
though we hope he will continue in some 
role connected to the county juniors in 
the future.  
 
Max Robinson  
Max was 14 years old when he started 
playing tennis at Tonbridge, coached by 
John Shepherd. He played on the Kent 
18&U team when Steve Jarrett was 
Captain and was encouraged by him to get 
involved in coaching. His early career 
ambitions were set on the Army and 
Sandhurst, but he changed his mind and 
went to US College on a tennis scholarship 
and later became a tennis coach in Helene 
Jackson’s programme at Sevenoaks. He 
was appointed as Kent 12&U boys team 
Captain in 2008 and has captained that 
team for ten years. The highlight of his 

captaincy was winning the National 
Championships in 2011 and 2013. 
He says his favourite thing was travelling 
with the players in a team environment 
and being with the top players in the 
country, competing with each other. He 
enjoys continued contact and friendship 
with many of the players and still 
practises with Anton Matusevich on 
occasions. Max played a significant part 
in Anton’s early development as a player 
and he was one of the first that Anton 
phoned after he won the US Open Junior 
Doubles this year. Max says it is very 
rewarding seeing how players have 
grown and developed since they were in 
his teams or under his wing as pupils. Of 
course, being a junior team captain is not 
without its funny moments. He 
remembers at Bisham, when Nick 
Brookes turned up to play without his 
tennis shoes and had to play the warm up 
in his flip flops until his dad brought the 
shoes from the hotel. He was playing 
against Ben Draper of Surrey and won 
despite the inauspicious start. Max 
continues to coach at Sevenoaks in 
Helene’s programme and I’m sure we 
may see him involved again when he can.  
 
Callum Lloyd 
Callum started his tennis playing career 
in Cheshire and played for their teams 
throughout all the junior age groups and 
in the men’s team. He went to Stirling 
University where a knee injury prevented 
him from pursuing a playing career.  Judy 
Murray encouraged him to get into 
coaching and this worked well alongside 
his study for an S&C degree. He did some 
coaching  work  for  Tennis  Scotland  but www.kenttennis.org Page 13

Thanks to 
Kent Coaches

then turned south to Bromley, first to 
Bromley Tennis Centre, then to 
Bromley Cricket Club as Head Coach, 
then back to Bromley Tennis Centre 
again. He was the Vice‐Captain for the 
Kent 18&U boys’ team in 2017‐2018 
supporting Alastair Filmer. And in 
2018 he was the Captain for the first 
ever 16&U boys’ team competing in a 
South East Team Trophy event held 
alongside the professional event at 
Surbiton. What he likes most about 
County Cup is the team banter on and 
off the court, being able to sit on 
court with the players ‘Davis Cup 
style’ and seeing the incredible effort 
that players make playing for their 
County team. His best memory was of 
Oliver Richards efforts at the 16&U 
this year when having won the first 
two of his matches was neck and neck 
in his third match and in a 3rd set tie 
break when he was hit by cramp. He 
continued to dive around retrieving 
every ball. When he won, he 
collapsed and two of his teammates 
ran on, stretched his legs and carried 
him to the net to shake hands with 
the opponent. Callum has now 
moved back to Scotland to a 
wonderful opportunity at the new 
National Academy as Head Coach, 
and obviously no longer able to 
Captain a Kent team.

Callum Lloyd



As the new LTA performance strategy rolls out, they have implemented 
a robust process for accreditation of Regional Player Development Centres 
(RPDCs) and Local Player Development Centres (LPDCs) around the country. 
There are 11 RPDCs countrywide and three in the South East, charged with 
providing quality training programmes for 10‐14 year olds. One of them is 
Bromley Tennis Centre. 50 LPDCs were selected countrywide, charged with 
providing quality programmes for 8‐10 year olds. 11 are in the South East and 
Kent is very fortunate to have four of those ‐ Bromley Tennis Centre, 
Canterbury Polo Farm, The Parklangley Club and Sevenoaks.  
 
As part of the new strategy, there are two National Academies which will 
provide training programmes for players aged 14‐18 years. Stirling University 
and Loughborough University were selected and are working towards opening 
their operations in September 2019. Kent player and coach Nick Cavaday has 
been appointed as Head Coach for the Academy at Loughborough. Nick started 
playing tennis at the Parklangley Club in the short tennis programme there and 
was a County Champion in short tennis. He won various other age group titles 
and also played in the Kent teams throughout the junior age groups and in the 
men’s team. After a time in the US on a tennis scholarship, he returned to Kent 
as a coach at the Bromley Tennis Centre before he went on the tour with 
Dominic Inglot and subsequently Aljaz Bedene.  This is a great opportunity for 
Nick, and all of us in Kent Tennis wish him well in the new role. 
 
Bromley Tennis Centre Selected as an RPDC. 
In June this year, the LTA Performance Pathway recognised Bromley Tennis Centre 
as an LPDC and one of only 11 RDPCs in the UK. This came as a result of the 
centre’s indisputable reputation shaped by its quality tennis programme and 
coaching professionals. 
 
Since the announcement earlier this year, BTC has identified 39 junior players 
across both programmes, and as part of their annual training, the centre held 
an LDPC Training Day where all were invited to get stuck in to various ball skills, 
rallying drills and competition. What followed was a father and son Q&A 
featuring Anton Matusevich Jr and Sr, who provided invaluable insight into 
Anton’s tournament experiences, unique hints and tips for upcoming 
performance players and all‐important parent education.   

Kent 
Performance 

Centres

CANTERBURY 
 

TENNIS AT 
POLO FARM

Nick Cavaday



Feedback from the day was fantastic, 
with one parent explaining how 
powerful it was for young kids to see 
and hear from people like Anton who 
are making a success of their tennis 
careers. He also felt that as a parent, 
understanding more from Anton and 
his father about their pathway was 
particularly informative and it was 
clear that  they have had to navigate 
a number of challenges along the way.  
 
As well as the centre’s achievements 
in tennis development, a credible 
addition to the coaching team is new 
Head of Performance Matt Smith. 
Matt competed on the pro circuit for 
seven years before becoming a 
performance coach and his presence 
brings a wealth of knowledge and 
experience as he plans to take Kent’s 
only RPDC to the next level.  
  
BTC’s Disability Tennis Programme 
should also be recognised as 
achieving National Runner Up in the 
Regional British Tennis Disability 
Award. Community and Disability 
Programme Coordinator Tom Defrates 
and General Manager Sarah Langford 
attended The Queens Club, where LTA 
and Kent Tennis Board Member Sandi 
Proctor presented them with their 
well‐deserved award.  
  
As the year comes to a close, BTC aims 
to answer an LTA request for tennis 

centres to improve sports people’s 
knowledge around Mental Health. 
The first step in its education plan is a 
Mental Health Awareness in Sport 
course designed to educate parents, 
players, athletes and coaches from all 
sporting backgrounds. 
 

April Kerr 
Bromley Tennis Centre 
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Marcia Wins 
World Silver 

Medal

Kent’s Marcia Ackers was in the 
Great Britain Over 80s team which 
won a silver medal at the World 
Super Seniors Championships in 
Umag, Croatia in September. In 
the team with Marcia was June 
Pearce of Middlesex who was 
Captain, Sally Beeley and Alma 
A’Court. In each round a match 
consisted of 2 singles and 1 
doubles. Marcia played in the #2 
singles slot. They beat Canada, 
France, Germany and Ukraine in 
the early rounds and lost to the 
USA in the Final. This is the second 
World Championship medal for 
Marcia. She won a silver medal in 
2013 in Austria when she was in 
the Over 75s team. 



Tell me about your matches, the court 
and the crowds? The crowd at 
Wimbledon was nice. But to be 
honest I was mostly focused on my 
game. Of course, I wanted to win but 
I mostly wanted to play well and to my 
plan. Towards the end of week, the 
courts were quite worn. 
How different was the US Open? It was 
very different. It was more crowded 
and less familiar. Wimbledon is much 
better. At Flushing Meadows we had to 
walk miles and through loads of people 
to get around. At least at Wimbledon 
there are underground tunnels. It got 
better towards the end of the US Open 
when the crowds got smaller. 
What were your favourite Grand Slam 
moments this year? My best moment 
at Wimbledon was beating Deney 
Wasserman in the last 16 when I was 
5‐3, 30‐15 down in the 3rd set and 
then won. Best at the US was of 
course winning the boys doubles final.  
How does it feel to be able to say you 
are a Grand Slam Champion? Pretty 
cool. Although its only a junior event, 
somewhere at Flushing Meadows my 
name is on an Honours Board. Wow! 
What advice would you give to 
younger players who want to follow 
the same route as you are? You have 
to commit and you have to want to do 
it yourself, because you love playing. 
 
 
 
 

Emma 
When did you know you were in the 
Wimbledon draw?  I knew for a while 
because I’d had a good start to the 
year and my ranking was high enough 
to get into the main draw of juniors 
without needing a wildcard.  
How did you prepare for Wimbledon? 
Sundridge Park and Parklangley 
helped me with access to grass courts 
and I also trained at the NTC. The LTA 
supported me with specialist help and 
also gave me opportunities to play in 
the senior challengers at Manchester 
and in the Wimbledon Ladies 
qualifying where I had some good 
matches which boosted my 
confidence.  
Did you meet any famous players? 
Li Na was court side and watched my 
first round match. As she is my 
favourite player, it was very special. 
Goran Ivanisevic sat in my players box 
on court 18 watching my round 3 
match. At the US Open I had a hit with 
Anett Kontaveit. 
Tell me about your matches, the 
courts and the crowds? Every match 
was closely fought and competing 
amongst the best juniors in the world 
and doing well, was very motivating. I 
loved playing in such a prestigious 
event in front of a home crowd on 
such iconic courts with prominent 
support, and great organisation and 
facilities.  In  the  quarter  final, court  
2 was intimidating and a little difficult 
to get used to.

Grand Slam 
Summer for 

Anton & 
Emma

Anton Matusevich and Emma 
Raducanu have broken records 
this summer with starring perfor‐
mances at Wimbledon and the US 
Open.  Sandi Procter caught up 
with them both and with James 
Langford, Anton’s coach. Here’s 
what they say about their Grand 
Slam summer. 

Anton  
When did you know you were in 
the Wimbledon draw?  I nearly 
made automatic acceptance entry 
because of my earlier good results 
but in the end, I got a wild card 
one week before.  
How did you prepare for 
Wimbledon? My preparation was 
not great since I was playing on 
clay in Germany the week before 
the men’s qualifying which I also 
played in. I did get 2‐3 days of 
practice on grass at Roehampton. 
Did you meet any famous players? 
I had a hit with Roger Federer. That 
was pretty special. And when I saw 
him later in the week, he wished 
me luck for my next match. 
You got lots of publicity and even 
shot of the day on the BBC TV 
highlights show. How did you find 
taking to the media? I always 
enjoyed it though they often asked 
me the same questions like ‘where 
was I born?’ and ‘when did I start 
playing tennis?’



How did you find talking to the media? 
Talking to the media became a large 
part of my week at Wimbledon. 
Straight after my match I would have 
around 45 minutes to stretch and 
change before 5‐6 press interviews 
taking about 90 minutes altogether. It 
got easier with each interview and the 
press are mostly gentle with us juniors 
and very supportive.  
How different was the US Open? The 
US Open was more relaxed and laid 
back but the weather conditions were 
harsh with extreme heat and humidity. 
Play was sometimes suspended 
because of the heat rule. Luckily one of 
my strengths is coping with hot 
weather. I enjoyed staying in 
Manhattan and playing at Flushing 
Meadows.  Seeing my name on the big 
screen attached to Arthur Ashe stadium 
(the biggest tennis court in the world) 
was very inspiring. One day I would like 
to be playing on courts like that. 
How do you feel about being the first 
British girl since Annabel Croft to 
reach the quarter finals of both 
Wimbledon and the US Open? I feel 
it’s a great achievement because at 
Grand Slam level every player is world 
class and a lot have the very best 
intense support networks. To be 
making quarter‐finals is a good 
achievement however I would like to 
go further and really push my game to 
the deeper stages of Grand Slams. 
Actually, Annabel watched some of 
my matches. 

What were your favourite Grand Slam 
moments this year?  At Wimbledon, it 
was winning on court 18 in front of a 
big crowd, saving a set point in the 
first set. At Flushing Meadows I had a 
$50 a day food allowance and bought 
lots of food because it was so cheap. 
Not just for me of course – I shared. 
What advice would you give to 
younger players who want to follow 
the same route as you are? Try to 
understand that there are ups and 
downs along the way – everyone has 
a bad match, a bad day or even a bad 
year as I did once. Enjoy the highs and 
never get disheartened during the 
lows. 
 
PS: After her Grand Slam experience 
Emma went on to win her second ITF 
Women’s £15k event in October in 
Turkey. Her first win had been in Israel 
in May. And in October she reached 
the semi‐finals in a £25k event in the 
Wirral. She broke into the top 500 in 
the WTA world rankings.  
 
James 
James has been a Kent player since he 
was 6 years old and started coaching 
during his college scholarship in 
America and then at Bromley Tennis 
Centre in 2012. He was soon a very 
respected performance coach and 
joined Anton’s coaching team in 2017 
still based at Bromley. I asked James 
about his Grand Slam experience with 
Anton... www.kenttennis.org Page 17

And for James 
“Chippie” 

Langford too

“At a tournament, there are many 
parts to my role as well as 
coaching. I have a lot of organi‐
sation to do around arranging 
practice sessions and partners and 
sorting out how to get from place 
to place. I research Anton’s 
opponents and lead the pre‐match 
preparation – every match is 
different depending on whether 
it’s singles or doubles and who the 
opponent is.  I do some games‐
based analysis of the opponents, 
decide strategy and then we 
practise implementation on court. 
Every tournament is different too. 
At Wimbledon it feels like home, 
with people we know and 
familiarity of the layout. At 
Flushing Meadows we stayed in 
Manhattan, a 45 min journey to 
the site and a huge site too, 
difficult to find our way round and 
taking ages to get from place to 
place.  It was amazing to be with 
Anton when he won the Junior 
Boys Doubles especially given he 
has not had much doubles 
experience. He had asked Adrian 
Andreev by Instagram to play with 
him and they were remarkable 
winning round after round. Sadly. 
the final was played indoors 
because of rain. The crowd was 
small and on the court behind Del 
Potro was warming up for the 
men’s final. I’m very proud that 
Anton is a Grand Slam Champion 
and will always have that to his 
name. Travelling with Anton I have 
discovered a lot about him. For 
instance, he’s an excellent pianist. 
He has Grade 7. I have seen videos 
of him performing but not yet 
witnessed him playing live. I hope 
to sometime”



Wimbledon 
2018
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Anton & Emma



Faces in the 
Crowd

Can you spot yourself?

Sophie Botham

Matt Short and James Langford A Few Kent Faces

Hannah Seppings, Steve Matthews, John Ratcliffe, Sandi Proctor and Connie Dayman
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Faces in the 
Crowd

The Newberrys Andy Lucie

Mark Hayden

Connie Dayman, Hannah Seppings and Sam Leighton



In 2018, 21 clubs and 3 schools in Kent ran events. The winners and some 
runners‐up were then invited to play in the County Finals which were held 
indoors at Bromley Tennis Centre over the weekend of 14 and 15 July. 
 
Kent County Finals: 
Martino Colabella (The Parklangley Club) Boys Winner 
Ewan Grieve (Canterbury LTC) Boys Runner‐Up 
Martino beat Ewan 5‐4 4‐0 
 
Gabriella Buddle‐Smith (The Parklangley Club) Girls Winner 
Lauren Foster (Sevenoaks LTC) Girls Runner‐Up 
Gabriella beat Lauren 4‐2 3‐5 1‐0 
 
Martino and Gabriella went forward to the National ‘Road to Wimbledon’ 
Finals on the grass courts at The All England Club in August. Facing tough 
opposition, Martino and Gabriella didn’t qualify through from their boxes to 
the Singles main draw. Gabriella made it through to round 2 of the Doubles, 
losing to the eventual Semi‐finalists. 
 
Road to Wimbledon International Competition 
The Road to Wimbledon International is the regional event for players rated 
6.2 and higher.  Players who won at the regional events qualified for the grade 
2 Finals at Wimbledon.  They were joined at the International Finals by 
qualifying players from India, China, Hong Kong and Japan.  Kent had 3 players 
in the Finals which took place in August: Vaughan Watson, Sofia Johnson 
(Bromley Tennis Centre) and Tommy Harrison (The Parklangley Club and 
Bromley Tennis Centre). Having won two matches in his box, Tommy lost in 
Round 1 and Sofia reached the Semi‐finals of the Singles and the Quarter‐finals 
of the Doubles.

The Road to 
Wimbledon



Congratulations to Bromley Tennis Centre for Disability Programme and 
Avenue Tennis for Club of the Year who won the South East Regional Award 
and were National runners up. 
Their regional awards were presented at the Queen’s Club and representatives 
of Avenue Tennis also attended the National Awards presentation at 
Wimbledon where Jack Pinnington Jones was awarded the LTA’s Junior Player 
of the Year at The National Awards.  Jack was presented with the Tennis Europe 
Junior Player of the Year Award at the LTA Cocktail Party and Presentation later 
the same week at Wimbledon. 
 
Kent Tennis Day 
Our first new style Kent Tennis Day was held on Sunday 23 September at 
Avenue Tennis, Gillingham, chosen to host the event as it won Kent Club of the 
Year in 2017.  
All clubs in Kent were invited to attend and take part in a range of activities 
organised by Avenue Tennis. The day was not blessed with good weather, but 
thankfully the wonderful facilities at Avenue meant events could be held 
indoors. There were Tots sessions, Junior Coaching, Adult coaching, Cardio 
Tennis, social tennis, a fastest serve competition and a Kent version of the 
Quorn Cup, a mini‐red competition for a parent playing with their child aged 
10 and under. The winners of this were Tunbridge Wells LTC with Knoll LTC as 
the runners up. 
The highlight of the day, watched by over 50 people, was the exhibition match, 
involving James Markiewicz, Kate Green, Naomi Cavaday and Zane Cheeseman 
A big thank you to all four players for putting on such a splendid match as the 
climax to the day. A big thank you to Avenue Tennis for hosting a successful day. 

www.kenttennis.org Page 23

National 
Awards 
and the 

Kent Tennis 
Day 

Sandi Procter, Tony Cherry, Colin Jarvis, Annabelle Croft and Jack Pinnington Jones



Teas, Tennis & 
Tanks

A red match‐play set up in the 
Royal Engineers Museum's car 
park in Medway allowed the 8U's 
an afternoon to remember.  Some 
great tennis matches played 
amongst bridge laying tanks and 
other monstrous vehicles. 
 
13 players entered the event run 
by Jimmys Tennis with the finalists 
Kieran and Toby being watched by 
all. All players were then handed 
their medals by Army tennis player 
Corporal Prince John who 
attended in full dress uniform. 
 
A great day for all and it showed 
that Tennis can be played 
anywhere. 
 

Jim Barton



August Tournaments 
The Tunbridge Wells LTC Tournament 
Committee seems to breath a collective 
sigh of relief at the end of August each 
year if only from the point of view that it 
has been yet another busy year of 
tournaments. The tournament season 
starts near to Easter with the Junior event 
followed swiftly afterwards with the 
Clubs own Club Championships which run 
from early May through to Finals Day the 
third week in July. Once again this year 
the event attracted a huge entry and 
involved 26 different events. By Finals 
Day this was whittled down to 24 finals 
and the organiser keeping his fingers 
crossed for fine weather. This was indeed 
the case and the event was successfully 
concluded in beautiful summer sunshine. 
Into August and the Club hosted the ITF 
Seniors tournament which was 
celebrating its 100 years. Again we were 
blessed with good weather which was 
fortunate as the veteran players prefer to 
play on grass rather than the clay courts, 
which the club has at its disposal. To 
celebrate the centenary a special tea, 
prepared by committee member, Ruth 
Marshall, was held inviting many of those 
who had been involved with the 
tournament over the years (pictured 
below) Sadly, there were some names 
who were no longer with us, but it was 
good to see again those people who had 
quite a history with the tournament. 
One week following the older playing 
members of the community was the 
second grade 3 junior and adult 
tournament that the Club organises. It is 
always a joy to host the junior events as 

there is a feeling of vibrancy about the 
club and some superb tennis, and this 
year was no exception. There were many 
notable matches and players in this 
tournament but one who really stood out 
was Alex de Sousa. He had 4 finals to play 
starting with the Boys 18u Singles where 
he went up against Harvey Kilsby. A long 
and hard hitting match ended with 
Harvey winning 3‐6 6‐1 6‐2. However, 
Alex seemed somewhat undeterred by 
this by coming back onto court 30 
minutes later to play Kristofer Johnson in 
the Men’s Singles. Alex made no mistakes 
this time and took a comprehensive win 
6‐2 6‐4. Next was the Boys 18u Doubles 
where he and partner Ollie Richards took 
on Toby Bloomfield and Elliot Stevens. 
The match was evenly poised at a set all, 
and went into the third set championship 
tie‐ break. Alex and Ollie were leading 
this when there was a dispute regarding 
a ball rolling close to the court (from 
another court). Whilst the outcome of 
this didn’t affect the score at that time, it 
did seem to halt Alex and Ollie’s 
momentum and they lost the match 6‐3 
3‐6 9‐11. Disappointing as it was for them 
both Alex and Ollie made amends coming 
back on court late in the day to win the 
Men’s Doubles 4‐6 6‐4 10‐8 against Oscar 
Gordon‐Reid and Jonah Smith.  Alex was 
last seen staggering home to a hot bath! 
The Kilsby family are always much in 
evidence at Tunbridge Wells tournaments 
and once again, as well as Harvey, sisters 
Evelyn and Anna were doing battle in the 
finals. Evelyn won the Girls 18u singles 
against Emma Slack , but Anna lost to 
Phoebe Watton in the Ladies Singles.
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Tunbridge Wells  
LTC 2018

Obviously beating your doubles 
partner in singles is not always a good 
idea, but this didn’t seem to matter 
to the girls as Evelyn and Emma went 
on to win the Girls 18u Doubles 
beating Tunbridge Wells members 
Florence Byers and Elena Holland 3‐6 
7‐5 10‐8. Evelyn was not able to make 
it a hat trick as she lost in the Girls 
16u Singles in three tight sets to Daisy 
Carpenter, who was also runner‐up in 
the Girls 14u singles. The player who 
did achieve a hat trick was Lemuel 
Cassidy winning the Boys 14u Singles 
comprehensively 6‐0 6‐0 against 
Sebastian McDonnell‐Palomares, 
Boys 16u Singles 7‐5 6‐4 against Isaac 
Jochim and with partner Oliver Tutaj 
the Boys 14u Doubles. 
So, although there was a delay with 
some matches due to individual 
players competing in a number of 
finals, the tournament was concluded 
in the early evening sunshine bringing 
to an end a highly successful and 
enjoyable season of tournaments. 
 
 
 

Brian Goldsmith 



After a lot of tennis within both the league and at the Division 2 finals, the 
winners were: 
  
Girls y7&8 Div 1 Benenden A 
Girls y7&8 Div 2 Tonbridge Grammar School 
Girls y9&10 Div 1 Walthamstow Hall A 
Girls y9&10 Div 2 Tunbridge Wells Girls Grammar School A 
Boys y7&8 Div 1 Sevenoaks School 
Boys y7&8 Div 2 Wellesley House 
Boys y9&10 Div 1 Ravens Wood School 
Boys y9&10 Div 2 Simon Langton Boys 
  
The winners of Division 1 go straight through to the Knock out stages with the 
opportunity of progressing to the Division 1 Regional Finals and National Finals. 
The winners of Division 2 qualify for the Division 2 Regional finals which take 
place in the Autumn term. 
 
Well done to everyone who participated in the Team Tennis Schools league 2018, 
a huge number of matches were played and that’s all thanks to the teachers and 
the players who showed such commitment. Congratulations to the winners of 
each division and good luck for your next stage. We look forward to seeing 
everyone in 2019 and entries from new schools too would be fantastic too.

LTA Team Tennis 
Schools

LTA Team Tennis Schools 
Years 8 & 10  Team Tennis 
Schools Competition 
 
The event took place over the 
summer months, and saw 140 
teams across Kent and South East 
London enter with over 500 players 
playing matches. 
  
The Division 2 finals took place at 
Polo Farm Sports Club in 
Canterbury, in conjunction with the 
Kent School Games Finals on the 
26th and 27th June in glorious 
sunshine. It was run by Siobhan 
Butler and 48 players competed 
over those two days on the clay 
courts to become Division 2 winners 
in  their  respective  age  groups.
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Over 290 teams from clubs across Kent entered and participated in Team 
Tennis Kent 2018 from April ‐ June. The 8&Under events were held at 
Bromley Tennis Centre over 5 weekends, with over 120 players participating. 
 
Results are: 
 
8U Mixed 

A Bromley Tennis Centre 
B West Heath 
C Deal ITC 
D Shooters Hill 
E SE Tennis 
F Kings Hill Community Tennis 
G Brenchley & Matfield 
Girls West Heath 

  
Thank you to everyone who participated and well done to everyone who won 
their division. Thanks to all the team captains who made these matches 
possible and we look forward to receiving entries into Team Tennis Kent 2019 
later this year when entries open on the LTA website. 
 
Kent LTA Education Award Winner Deal Parochial 
 
Deal Parochial Primary School, get new mini tennis courts on their Playground.  
Kent’s 2017 LTA Education Award winners established their tennis programme 
in Autumn 2016.  They formed a strong link with the Deal Indoor Tennis Centre 
where they were able to make great use of the fantastic all‐year round facility. 
The school have now added tennis to their school curriculum and they have a 
coaching session at the venue on a weekly basis plus three after school club 
sessions that are also coached by the centre’s level 4 performance coach Toby 
Churchill. 
Earlier this year the school managed to get small grants from the Tennis 
Foundation, Walmer Parish Council and the Deal Rotary Club as well as a contri‐
bution from the schools PTFA which has led to the addition of three mini tennis 
courts permanently marked out on the school playground enabling the school 
to provide more tennis activities during the lunchtime break and form a 
summer time club.

8U Team Tennis
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These events take place during the first part of the summer term each year, 
with the Mini Red events taking place on one day at the Bromley Tennis Centre 
and the Boys Orange and Green events outdoors on one day, and on another 
day the Girls Orange and Green tournaments.  
 
The results were: 

Mini Red Boys Mini Red Girls 
Winners  New Beacon 1 Granville 
Runners up Sevenoaks CP 1 Amherst 

Mini Orange Boys Mini Orange Girls 
Winners St Michaels Amherst 
Runners up St James RC Bromley High 

Mini Green Boys Mini Green Girls 
Winners St Stephens Bromley High 1 
Runners up Russell House 1 Granville 1 
 
After half term, the Kent Primary Schools Annual Championships took place, 
with qualifying events for East Kent held at Canterbury Polo Farm, and for West 
Kent held at the Bromley Tennis Centre.  The finals were also held at Bromley 
and this year for the first time were supported by Kent Sport.  Once again we 
had a number of new schools entering the event which is for doubles  
 

Mini Red Boys Mini Red Girls 
Winners: Sevenoaks CP 1 Granville 2 
Runners up: New Beacon 1 Walthamstow Hall 

Mini Orange Boys Mini Orange Girls 
Winners: St Michaels Wingham 
Runners up: New Beacon Wickambreaux 1 

Mini Green Boys Mini Green Girls 
Winners: Russell House 1 Amherst 1 
Runners up: St Stephens Bromley High 1 

Boys Tennis Girls Tennis 
Winners: Lady Boswell 1 Bromley High 1 
Runners up Eltham College 2 Lady Joanna Thornhill 
 
We were delighted to welcome Vanessa Webb, our county President to the 
events and to present the medals.

Kent Primary 
Schools  

Mini Tennis

Thanks go to Bromley High School 
for hosting the Orange and Green 
events.  Schools enter teams of 4 
players who play both singles and 
doubles.  Once again this year, there 
were new schools entering the 
competitions for the first time.



Annual Secondary Schools 
Doubles Championships 
  
On 26th and 27th April 2018, 144 
girls and boys from secondary 
schools across the county partic‐
ipated in the Annual Secondary 
Schools Doubles Championships. 
It was hosted at Bromley Tennis 
Centre, run by Siobhan Butler, 
supported by Vanessa Webb and 
Sue Thomas. All the players played 
a lot of matches, having fun 
representing their schools and 
with the teachers support the 
events were a huge success.

Secondary 
School 

Doubles

Well done to everyone who took 
part and we look forward to 
seeing more teams enter in 2019.

The top 4 girls teams were: 
  
Year 7&8 
Bromley High A 
Sevenoaks C 
Benenden 
Dartford A 
  
Year 9&10 
Walthamstow Hall 
Farringtons 
Sevenoaks A 
Bromley High A 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The top 4 boys teams were: 
  
Year 7&8 
Judd A 
Sevenoaks A 
Sevenoaks C 
Langley Park 
  
Year 9&10 
Sevenoaks A 
Cranbrook A 
Langley B 
Langley A



The Finals of the Kent Inter Schools Tennis Competition 
were held at the Tunbridge Wells Lawn Tennis Club on Friday 29 June 2018. 
 
The competition attracted a strong entry from 23 schools, in three age groups 
(Junior, Intermediate and Senior) for boys and girls. This year there were 64 
teams involving 256 students, slightly down on last year. All the schools did 
very well in completing their matches in time for finals day. Due to the summer 
term being so busy with exams and activities, more schools conceded matches 
than in previous years. The competition was blessed with good weather 
throughout the term and including finals day. My thanks to the Tunbridge Wells 
LTC, who not only provide an excellent venue for these finals but also a very 
positive link between schools and clubs in the county.  The Club is looking into 
forging further links with local schools in order to promote the game. The finals 
of the competition were reached by a total of six schools which was not as 
good a spread as previous years. There is still a need to increase the numbers 
of schools entering the competition and in particular getting more state 
schools to enter.  
 
In the Girls events, Benenden, Sevenoaks and Walthamstow Hall, reached the 
finals. 
 
Senior Girls Final Walthamstow Hall  beat Sevenoaks Match conceded 
Inter Girls Final Benenden ‘A’ beat Walthamstow Hall 3‐3 (47‐44)  
Junior Girls Final Benenden beat Sevenoaks 3‐3 (32‐29) 
 
In the Boys events, Kings Canterbury, Sevenoaks, Kent College Canterbury 
and Roger Manwood reached the finals. 
Senior Boys Final Sevenoaks beat Kings Canterbury 4‐2 
Inter Boys Final Sevenoaks beat Kent College Canterbury 4‐2 
Junior Boys Final Sevenoaks beat Roger Manwood 5‐1 
 
Vanessa Webb, Kent LTA President, presented the trophies to the finalists. 
 
 

Pat Braam 
Competition Organiser 
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Schools Finals 
Day 

2018



The North Kent Tennis Finals were held at Sundridge Park on the customary 
last Sunday in July and guess what?  After one glorious, never to be forgotten 
summer we  had a day of rain ranging from light to miserable.  So how did the 
Tournament Referee Jeff Richards feel when he awoke from his slumber that 
morning.  Perhaps he turned on a Buddy Holly CD singing “The sun is up the 
sky is blue, theres not a cloud to spoil the view, but its raining, raining in my 
heart”.  Well that was what the weather was like  back in his native Wales.  
Meanwhile, Sundridge Park abandoned the grass courts and rolled out their 
clay courts, perfect underfoot for a wet afternoon of Tennis.  Jeff, wisely gave 
the tournament the go ahead, used three courts to speed up the programme 
and made the third set a championship tie break.  Sundridge as always, 
provided wonderful  hospitality and despite the rain there was a good 
attendance to watch proceedings.  Charley and his umpires braved the 
conditions and all competitors were suitably attired for the incessant drizzle 
to light showers.  As they say in Ireland “It was a fine soft day”. 
 
The two most exciting finals were the Ladies Singles and Ladies Veterans 
Doubles with both requiring a championship tie break to decide the winner.  
The ladies final featured Katy Taylor from the David Lloyd Club in Dartford 
aiming for her fifth title, taking on the home town girl Anna Chwiejczak from 
Sundridge.  We had long and exhilarating rallies with neither player giving an 
inch.  First set went to Anna 7‐6, the second to Katy also 7‐6 and so to the tie 
breaker.   Katy built a 5‐2 lead and looked good to clinch title number six.   
Anna, however grasped the nettle and and amazingly reeled off the next eight 
points to become the champion.  Great comeback ‐ great match, surely worth 
a re‐match next summer.  The Ladies Veteran Doubles brought on Diana 
Roberts and Maria Perfect from Shooters Hill although Maria perhaps better 
known as Maria of Tennisys.co.uk, the company who are the official supplier 
of Tennis balls to Kent Tennis.  In the opposite damp corner so to speak, the 
Catford Wanderers pairing of Stephanie James and Lilla Brown.  The Shooters 
pairing were quick out of the traps building up a 3‐0 lead before Wanderers 
slowly got into the game.  Too much, too late though and first set to Shooters 
7‐5.  The second set was a reverse of the first and the Wanderers duo took the 
set 6‐2.  Once more into the tie break and an even well rallied contest up to 
five all.  Not for long though, as Maria, as her surname Perfect might suggest, 
had a brief chinwag with her partner Diana and they went on to get the perfect 
result.  Perfect in such a manner that they raised their game at this point ,threw 
in an odd lob, and out rallied their opponents with punishing cross court drives.

North Kent 
Finals



Joe Edwards of the Bromley 
Wendover picked up his seventh 
Mens Doubles title to go equal second 
with Bill Fordham of the defunct 
Glenhurst club ‐ Gordon Wheeler also 
of Glenhurst holds the record nine 
titles.  Anyway, Joe and Alex Juniper 
saw off Bexley’s Gareth Jones and Tim 
Schoenert 6‐1 6‐4.  The Mixed 
Doubles final  ended with a straight 
sets 6‐2 6‐3 win for Graveshams 
Mikey Suleau and Marcele Lowe over 
Bromley Wendovers Nathan Smith 
and Stela Krumova as did the Ladies 
Doubles, Wendovers Jacqueline Darby 
and Georgina Raeburn were too good 
for Catford Wanderers Kathy Aldridge 
and Toni Boardma , the latter coming 
in as a late replacement at very short 
notice.  Sundridge Park added the 
Mens Singles title to the Ladies won 
earlier as William Everett mastered 
Dan Rowlands of Blackheath 6‐1 6‐4.  
The Men’s Veteran Doubles was much 
closer affair between Wendovers 
Julian Rouse and the evergreen Arun 
Vathakkan pitted against the 
Meopham partnership of Will Jewiss 
and Chris Baker.  Julian and Arun took 
the spoils 6‐4 6‐3 to make it five 
veterans titles in a row for Wendover.  
And the last two years achieved 
without Phil Lynch as well. 
 
We must not overlook the Junior 
Under 14 titles where Sundridge had 
two finalists.  No success this time for 
the home club, Thalia Remice of the 

Shooters Hill Club defeated Maria 
Manta 6‐4 6‐3 and Bexley’s Oliver 
Evans was far too experienced for 
Hadi Makhmudi. 
  
Clive Richardson North Kent Chairman 
and Denis Costelloe it’s President 
presented the trophies in the shelter 
of large umbrellas and Sundridge Bar 
staff and catering staff kept everyone 
satisfied.  Hats off and  umbrellas up 
to the Referee Jeff Richards from the 
Sydenham Club for organizing a great 
days play in such difficult conditions.  
This reporter left for home and 
switched on his car radio.  And there 
was Brooke Benton singing “A rainy 
night in Georgia”.    And yes, it was a 
rainy night in Gravesham as well. 
 
 
 
 

Denis Costelloe

www.kenttennis.org Page 33

North Kent 
Finals

There was a sell‐out record 
attendance at the October North 
Kent Presentation evening  held at 
The Boathouse, Danson Park, 
Bexleyheath.  North Kents big 
three clubs Sundridge Park, Bexley 
and Bromley Wendover had a very 
successful season picking up 
twenty eight trophies between 
them.  Music for the occasion was 
by the Sound 4 Occasions Disco 
and the event was organized by 
Sally Hills from the Hayes Club and 
the North Kent Social Secretary.  
Patrons enjoyed a wonderful 
evening with Clive Richardson 
Chairman and Denis Costelloe 
President of North Kent  
presenting the fifty trophies. 
  
The presentation moved along 
pretty swiftly thanks to John 
Hoskins guiding the winners and 
their mobile cameras a safe path 
via the crowded bar.



The women’s event featured many Kent County team players. The defending 
champions Jo Moore and Nicola Hill from Hythe dropped just two games in 
their round‐robin box en‐route to their final.  Alison Meakin and Myra Hunter 
of Canterbury led the second round‐robin box, losing just one match to another 
Hythe duo, Eve Davies and Mae Brown. However, Davies and Brown went on 
to win the box and take on their fellow Hythe team‐mates in the final. 
 
Davies and Brown dominated from the outset and took the opening set 6‐1. 
However, Moore and Hill fought back to win the second 6‐2 to force a deciding 
match tie‐break. It was the defending champions who prevailed as they came 
through 10‐6. 
 
Deal’s Vanessa Webb refereed the event and said afterwards “It was another 
successful championship with some high‐quality tennis on display throughout”. 
 
Vanessa was joined by Lionel Hoskins (President of East Kent LTA) to present 
the prizes.

The Deal Indoor Tennis Centre 
hosted the Finals of the Annual 
East Kent LTA Men’s and Ladies 
doubles championships on the 
22nd September.  Deal’s 
performance coach Toby Churchill 
paired up with his brother Tom, 
and they took the title dropping 
just three games throughout the 
entire Championships. It is the 
seventh year Toby has won the 
title, twice before with his brother.  
Runners‐up were Simon Tonkiss 
and Dylan Jacobs from Broadstairs.

East Kent 
Championships 

2018
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Keeping 
In Touch

Kent Tennis News Articles 
If you want the publicity, it is up to you to send 
us your news, we are always happy to receive 

submissions from you or your club. 
 
 
Guidelines for Website News: 
1 A heading eg: ‘Kent U14 Girls ‐ National Champions’ 
2 1‐10 words for the front page to entice people to open the article 

eg: ‘Kent Men Cup County Champions’ 
3 Up to 100 words about the topic. 
4 A photo – this is a must, with captions and names. 
5 Be aware that Kent News stays on the front page for one week only. 

LTA Central Media says news older than a week is old news and so it 
disappears from the front page but still can be found by clicking on the 
news tab. 

 
To clarify how this differs from an article for the KLT. 

 
Guidelines for the KLT: 
We are now publishing the newsletter in print and electronically two times per 
year in May and October in an effort to keep the news and results as up to date 
as possible, as well as continuing with some of the features that have remained 
popular over the years. 
In general terms an article of 300 words will constitute a full page with 600 words 
making a double page spread. Please remember that people don’t generally 
want to read huge slabs of text.  Make the article light and entertaining bringing 
it to life with a picture or two, which must have either a caption, names or both. 
 
 
 

Please send your submissions to: kltnews@silvester.co.uk 
 
 

The deadline for the next edition is 30th April 2019

KLT Editorial Panel: Graham Silvester, Editor (Design & Production), Sandi Procter, 
Clare Lilley, Susan Peters-Berg, Steve D'Almeida and Carol Harrison

Follow Kent County LTA on Twitter 
@kentlta

Follow Kent County LTA on Facebook


