
  

   

 

 April 2023  

Read on for the latest news from Kent Tennis, and details of what’s coming up. And you 

can keep up to date with the news as it happens on Instagram and Facebook   

 

It’s been an exciting time for tennis, with Kent players of all ages in action from under 8s 

to over 80s. Activity is ramping up as we move into the summer season and the start of 

our inter-club and National summer league matches, which saw record entries of 685 

teams from 68 Kent clubs, plus schools competitions and the Seniors County Cup.  

  

Our 9U and 8U Kent teams are in action this weekend, with the 8Us playing at Bromley 

Tennis Centre on Saturday 22 April, so come along and give them your support. 

Play starts at 2.30pm. 

 

  

 

 

Kent Tennis plans to become a charity  

 

 

We’re now planning the next stage of the move away from the loose legal structure of 

the Kent County Lawn Tennis Association to begin operating as a charity. If changes are 

approved by our members, we’ll be able to claim Gift Aid for donations from individuals, 

benefit from funding opportunities only open to charities and greater donations from 

sponsors, who tell us they would give more if we were a charity.  

  

This will help us open up tennis to more people in Kent and set Kent Tennis up for the 

future. 

  

https://us7.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fkent.lta%2F%3Fhl%3Den&xid=cb28d4e048&uid=109095734&iid=3e809486c3&pool=cts&v=2&c=1681974917&h=0eebffc1583545a7b2710145521cae6cdf535af5508222f6e1e2278716839b17
https://us7.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fkent.lta%2F%3Flocale%3Den_GB&xid=cb28d4e048&uid=109095734&iid=3e809486c3&pool=cts&v=2&c=1681974917&h=e40fe7e3dfe601d23d40bd1234d8ad42f7899c4f346ea8006c85ecc14e0a0a6d


 

We’ve been moving forward over the past few years with the support of our members - 

registered clubs, venues and Kent Tennis Councillors - and now need their approval to 

move into the new structure at the start of 2024. 

  

We’re holding an Extraordinary General Meeting on 22 May at 7pm, when we’ll be 

asking our members to vote. We’re getting in touch with our members to invite them and 

provide information about who can vote and the decisions they need to make. Anyone is 

welcome to attend the EGM, which will be held on Zoom. Register here for the EGM 

  

There’s more information on our website and if you have any questions, please contact 

our Treasurer, Nigel Jordan 

 
 

 

 

 

Kent success in the 

LTA Regional Awards 

 

 

 

We’re delighted that three of our Kent Tennis Award winners for 2022 have been 

selected as South East Regional winners and now go through to the LTA National 

Finals. National winners will be announced on 4 July at the National Tennis Centre in 

Roehampton. 

 

Congratulations to Zane Cheeseman (Development Coach of the Year), The North 

School in Ashford (School of the Year) and Whitstable LTC (Tennis for All Award). 

Click here for details of the Kent Tennis Awards, as well as the Regional winners 

 

Our regional winners are pictured below, on next page: 
 

 

https://us7.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FtZ0lc-GqqjMqE9yqsYHJa4Dmr6rxkuQc5421&xid=cb28d4e048&uid=109095734&iid=3e809486c3&pool=cts&v=2&c=1681974917&h=267752aa22f62b9a29398844fcb98340b113177f71f7008e0e9e7f99599209d6
https://us7.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kenttennis.org.uk%2Fgovernance&xid=cb28d4e048&uid=109095734&iid=3e809486c3&pool=cts&v=2&c=1681974917&h=c9057d03d0d98e291cd47b5825af69a8b1af0176271829f129817fa161b2578c
mailto:nigel@nigeljordan.com
https://us7.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kenttennis.org.uk%2Fawards&xid=cb28d4e048&uid=109095734&iid=3e809486c3&pool=cts&v=2&c=1681974917&h=936f8e59c81c95f0f3300fb39b40ba365988b8afb6eebf6d1188ccdb1fdf6706


  

  

  
 

  



 

 

Opening up tennis for all in Kent 

 

 

 

Nick Marsden from Bexley Mencap runs very successful weekly tennis sessions for 

players with learning disabilities at Bexleyheath LTC, and he has some tips for ways to 

make tennis more inclusive for people with learning disabilities. 

 

 

  

He adapts tennis by using soft balls and a slightly lowered net for players just starting 

out, followed by intense practise of forehand and backhand. “It’s all about building up 

small elements of the game then players can work up to a volley,” says Nick. 

  

Nick firmly believes that sport has the power to change lives and that all disabled people 

should be able to play the sports they love. 

  

In addition to running the inclusive sessions, Nick is keen to learn more, so he’s been 

taking part in a 6-month Nike sponsored Sport England Disability Sports Coach’s 

Inclusive Activity Leaders Programme to become a fully qualified multisport activity 

coach. 

 

For more information on Disability Sports Coach please go to their website Disability 

Sports Coach 

 

Take a look at the resources and funding available to help make tennis more accessible: 

Open Court Tennis Programme (lta.org.uk) 

https://us7.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdisabilitysportscoach.org.uk%2F&xid=cb28d4e048&uid=109095734&iid=3e809486c3&pool=cts&v=2&c=1681974917&h=ef20fece9c02faf5762ff3909920cd3acb940d0e68e29307f9ccee6903ba2ef8
https://us7.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdisabilitysportscoach.org.uk%2F&xid=cb28d4e048&uid=109095734&iid=3e809486c3&pool=cts&v=2&c=1681974917&h=ef20fece9c02faf5762ff3909920cd3acb940d0e68e29307f9ccee6903ba2ef8
https://us7.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lta.org.uk%2Froles-and-venues%2Fcoaches%2Fproducts-and-programmes%2Fopen-court%2F&xid=cb28d4e048&uid=109095734&iid=3e809486c3&pool=cts&v=2&c=1681974917&h=47a25f008d7f12b475365876617029c1e1b6ae5660a9c1b808083904fd31a665


 

Apply for a Grant - Dan Maskell Tennis Trust 

LTA Tennis Foundation 

Quick Access Loan Scheme for tennis facilities (lta.org.uk) 

Allianz Sports Fund 

 

 

 

Kent Junior player and team success  

 

 

 

Ben Gusic-Wan from Canterbury is the new National 16U Boys Singles Champion, 

securing him a place in the Boys Singles main draw at Wimbledon this year. Hugo 

Coquelin from Sevenoaks was runner up in the 18U Boys Doubles, and Bromley 

Wendover and Bromley Tennis Centre’s Lois Newberry beat the UK No.1 to reach the 

semi-finals of the 16U Girls Singles event.  

 

Ben Gusic-Wan and Kent Boys 18U Team pictured below. 

 

 

  

Kent’s 18U Boys are National Champions for the second year in a row, with our 18U 

Girls gaining promotion to Division 1.  

 

Our Kent 9U Girls and Boys teams won their qualifying groups, going through to the 

National Finals on 22 (Girls) and 23 (Boys) April at Bath University.  

 

Kent’s 14U Boys and Girls teams are also through to the National Finals, to be played 

https://us7.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.danmaskelltennistrust.org.uk%2Fapply-for-a-grant%2F&xid=cb28d4e048&uid=109095734&iid=3e809486c3&pool=cts&v=2&c=1681974917&h=5891c5b2b80abf55b0fccb053653cbb5e5be760251dcee3e25dad10a6f493762
https://us7.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lta.org.uk%2Fwhat-we-do%2Fgovernance%2Flta-tennis-foundation%2F&xid=cb28d4e048&uid=109095734&iid=3e809486c3&pool=cts&v=2&c=1681974917&h=63271fc0118e331dc7746f60183e5810aad1e1ad6af4736b861e79c91371c526
https://us7.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lta.org.uk%2Froles-and-venues%2Fvenues%2Ftennis-padel-facility-funding-advice%2Fquick-access-loan-scheme%2F&xid=cb28d4e048&uid=109095734&iid=3e809486c3&pool=cts&v=2&c=1681974917&h=8b5aa03d2a82b2d7d1369c69a74563a5ce48fc10fde3666dd54105cf87497a46
https://us7.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.allianz.co.uk%2Fbroker%2Fsupport%2Fsport-fund.html&xid=cb28d4e048&uid=109095734&iid=3e809486c3&pool=cts&v=2&c=1681974917&h=5123a663a866f10898188eddf86926431118fe495882b3cddc6c43ae4ff2e3c6


 

at Nottingham Tennis Centre on 12-14 May. 

 

You can read more about all our Junior County Teams. 

  

Our youngest players have also been in action. The 8U Sandi Procter Winter County 

Championships saw an entry of 53 players from around the county, with this year’s 

winners, Hannah Mariotte in the Girls event and Nico Rezapour in the Boys event.  

 

 

  

 

In Schools tennis news, the Kent secondary schools Years 11-13 Annual Doubles 

Championships saw 38 teams competing from 10 schools in Kent, with Sevenoaks 

School A winning both the Boys and Girls events, defeating Bromley High School in the 

Girls final and Sevenoaks B in the Boys. 

 

 

  

https://us7.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kenttennis.org.uk%2Fjuniorcountyteams23&xid=cb28d4e048&uid=109095734&iid=3e809486c3&pool=cts&v=2&c=1681974917&h=c45936c61b521803b55a3c1bce52fe19b8e94fe2837515b6f5259034f2d66b94


 

 

Kent’s Seniors tennis news  

 

 

 

Kent players were in action at the National Indoor Championships in 

Wrexham. Jasper Cooper from Canterbury won the 2023 Men’s 70s Singles and 

Doubles, defeating fellow Kent players, Niall Sweeney in the singles final and David 

Willan in the doubles final. Horsmonden’s Zane Cheeseman was runner up in both the 

Men’s 40s Singles and Men’s 35s Doubles. 

 

Zane Cheeseman (40s) and Paul Salter (50s) represented Great Britain this year at 

the World Team Championships in Turkey. 

 

Jasper Cooper and David Willan with their partners after the 70s National Indoor Final 

and Zane and Paul at the World team Championships pictured below. 

 

 

  

Our Seniors Open Events had a great turnout from players in Kent and beyond, with 

178 taking part in the age groups ranging from 40s to 80s across the Ladies and Men’s 

events. It was the first year of our over 80s Men’s Doubles event, won by Denis 

Costelloe and Brian Jelley in a 3rd set championship tie-break match. 

 



 

Pictured are Denis Costelloe/Brian Jelley (Champions), Dave Clements/John Cresswell 

(runners up) and Mary Evans, Kent Tennis President and Nayla Solh/Patricia Pinnington 

(Ladies 50s Doubles Champions) with Keith Clark (Competition Organiser). 

 

 

 
 

Here’s the full list of winners and runners up: 

  

Events Champions Runners Up 

45s Mens Singles Jason Baker Alvaro Arturo Quesada Perez 

45s Mens Doubles Gareth Jones & Dave Smyth Nick Lambrou & Gary Le Pla 

55s Mens Singles Dino Skeete John Watton 

55s Mens Doubles Stefani Santini & Dave Scott Paul Margetts & Paul Obey 

60s Mens Singles John Watton Paul White 

60s Mens Doubles David Bulgin & Colin Coombes Nigel Jordan & John Watton 

65s Mens Singles Tony Ferdinando Adrian Youseman 

65s Mens Doubles Rob Andrew & Robin Garratt Alan Cleaver & Adrian Youseman 

70s Mens Singles Bob Whitehead David Willan 

70s Mens Doubles Keith Clark & Bob Whitehead Chris Mackenzie & David Willan 

75s Mens Singles Keith Clark John Clay 

80s Mens Doubles Denis Costelloe & Brian Jelley Dave Clements & John Cresswell 

   

Events Champions Runners Up 

40s Ladies Doubles Jacqueline Bowen & Mary Elder Karen Attard & Maria Perfect 

50s Ladies Doubles Hazel Lindfield & Patricia Pinington Lisa King & Louise Nicholas 

60s Ladies Doubles Anne Gibbs & Sarah Van-Doren Jane Bell & Vanessa Johnson 

70s Ladies Doubles Myra Hunter & Kay Mileham Mariska Adamson & Pat Way 



 

 The Seniors County Cup starts soon for Kent Men’s and Ladies teams from over 40s to 

80s. Our Seniors Coordinators, John Watton and Hazel Lindfield, will be overseeing things 

with the team captains organising the matches and teams. 

 

  

 

Our thanks go to Life Vice-President, Stephen Woodley, who stepped down recently 

after many years as the Men’s Seniors Coordinator. Stephen is our longest serving 

county player, this year marking 60 years since his first match for Kent (in the Men’s 

Summer County Cup). An astonishing 195 matches later for Men’s and Seniors teams, 

our Men’s 80s Captain, Brian Jelley, hopes Stephen will join him on court to represent 

the county this summer. You can find out more about Stephen and his enduring 

commitment to Kent Tennis here 

 

Click here for more info about Kent Seniors Tennis  

 

https://us7.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kenttennis.org.uk%2F_files%2Fugd%2Fe403b6_64275f5a616247ccb5e51cf0b5fdc4ac.pdf&xid=cb28d4e048&uid=109095734&iid=3e809486c3&pool=cts&v=2&c=1681974917&h=557429572b2a656ac8ae08776211f0de8d26d66c591db812477bdd330c91204f
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https://us7.mailchimp.com/mctx/clicks?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kenttennis.org.uk%2Fseniors&xid=cb28d4e048&uid=109095734&iid=3e809486c3&pool=cts&v=2&c=1681974917&h=480285d33a024a8bef47695bad14c961d9d3a36186654abf7f4393073eaff95b


 

 

What’s coming up?  

 

 

 

All are welcome at our next Kent Tennis Virtual Coffee Morning on Tuesday 25 

April at 10am.  Discussion topics include Developing your Workforce, Safeguarding 

Committee Training and the London Hearts Defibrillator offer. Request the Zoom link 

from Janice White 

  

Canterbury’s Seniors Clay Court Tournament on 7-12 May. More information can be 

found on the ITF Masters website 

  

Look out for news on our social media for upcoming Junior County Cup events: 

  

8U Mixed – 22 April at Bromley Tennis Centre 

9U Finals – 22 April (Girls) and 23 April (Boys) at Bath University 

14U Boys and Girls - 12-14 May at Nottingham Tennis Centre 
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If you know someone interested in keeping up to date with 

Kent Tennis news, they need to 

email info@kenttennis.org.uk and ask to be added to the 

KLT mailing list. 
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Contacts 

Phil Lynch (Office Manager)                           phil.lynch@kenttennis.org.uk   

Janice White (Club & Coach Engagement)    janice.white@kenttennis.org.uk 

Siobhan Butler (Competitions/Performance) siobhan.butler@kenttennis.org.uk 

Craig Allen (County Performance Manager)  craig.allen@kenttennis.org.uk 

Office Telephone Number:                            01689 880757 
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